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ASC-301-3 Asian Canadian Identities:
Experiences & Perspectives

Asian Canadian Cultural Activism

Semester:
Fall 2017 (1177) 
D100
SECB 1012

Instructor:
Dr. Shuyu Kong
shuyuk@sfu.ca  
778-782-9219

Prerequisites:   45 credit hours and ASC 101 or ASC 102, or permission of instructor
Course Description: 

This course focuses on Asian Canadian cultural activism. It will explore how Asian Canadians represent their histories, experiences and identities through various forms of cultural practices and artistic forms, in particular through literature, film, visual arts and publication. 

After introducing some concepts, themes and perspectives in discussing Asian Canadian culture, we will examine Asian Canadian cultural activism through a variety of sources: memoir and fiction, film and visual art works, art exhibitions and cultural festival materials, interviews with artists, as well as internet/web sites, literary and arts  magazines and newspapers. The learning activities include narrative analysis, class discussions, a guest lecture, a field trip, and a group project. Among the themes/ issues considered are the following:

· What kind of identities and experiences have Asian Canadian artists expressed? How are these experiences and identities related with the local community and national history? 

· How do Asian Canadians use different media to represent their identities and experiences?  What are the innovative and creative perspectives they have explored?

· Is there an “Asian Canadian Culture”? If so, what role does it play in personal, communal and national formation?
Active participation in seminars and group presentations, and developing a major creative project or research paper are required for successful completion of the course.

t or research paper are required for successful completion of the course.
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Required Texts:

· Xiaoping Li, Voices Rising: Asian Canadian Cultural Activism, UBC Press, 2007  (e-book accessible online via SFU library)

· Joy Kogawa, Obasan. Toronto: Penguin Books, 1981.
· Ricepaper: Asian Canadian Arts and Culture 
Films:

· Craig Anderi & Mieko Ouchi, Shepherd's Pie and Sushi (1998)

· Mina Shum, Double Happiness, 1994 
Course Requirements:

Attendance and Participation


15%
Canvas (online) Discussion


20%
Field Trip Report 



20%

Presentation




15%


Term Paper/Final Project


30%
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